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Objection from the Recreational Area Focus Group (RAFG) of the Moorpool 

Regeneration Group (MRG) 

 

The RAFG object to the planning application S/00872/08/FUL and S/00869/08/CAC on 

the basis that this site (valley site, Site A) is currently an area of land of recreational (and 

therefore public) value.  The development of this land for private housing and private 

gardens would permanently remove this valuable asset, and would consequently be of 

detriment to residents of the estate and of Harborne ward in general. 

 

This conclusion has been reached by a consideration of the following points: 

 

1. Open space provision on the Moorpool Estate 

 

The Moorpool estate is a celebrated example of a garden suburb, and continues to be an 

attractive and popular place to live, with good local schools and a thriving community 

spirit.  However this attraction also increases pressure on local facilities as more families 

and younger people move into the area.  One facility that the estate currently lacks is a 

safe area of public open space that residents can easily access and where children can play 

and exercise (see also section 2).  However, the history of the estate shows that such areas 

were indeed the intention at the outset.  Just over one hundred years ago in 1907, Bishop 

Gore, the first Bishop of Birmingham, when presiding over the inauguration ceremony for 

the estate (the cutting of the first sod) stated the following to explain the thinking of those 

behind the scheme: 

 

 “They were perfectly conscious that the housing problem lay at the very root of social 

reform.  There must be better houses, more air, more gardens and more open spaces for 

playgrounds for the children.” 

 

A prospectus for the estate in 1908 also indicates the thinking at the time: “On that land 

they would build houses, well laid out, with nice spaces, grass and trees.  There would be 

space for recreation and for the children to play on.  If there were no playground for them 

there was only the streets.” 

 

The ideas of the estate’s founders are echoed by many estate residents today.  In 2007, a 

survey of 272 residents by the Moorpool Regeneration Group found that 42% supported 

an idea for a managed play area on the estate with only 12% opposed (see Annex 6 of 

MRG documentation).  

 

The BCC supplementary planning document (SPD) on public open space (July 2007) 

states that it is only mandatory that a play area is included in developments that comprise 

20 dwellings or more.  While the proposals on the valley site are for 12 dwellings, there 

are no guarantees in this submission that further housing will not be proposed at a later 

date for the adjacent site (Site B), bringing the total number to 20 or more units on what is 

effectively one area.  This example alone makes it clear to us that a piecemeal approach to 

the supposed regeneration of this important garden suburb, without an accompanying 

master-plan, is entirely the wrong strategy. 

 

Verdict:  In 2007, the history and uniqueness of the Moorpool Estate was acknowledged 

with the award of full conservation status.  However almost straight away, Grainger have 

ignored the intentions of the original founders and the needs of current residents to use the 

largest piece of under-developed land in the conservation area, not for the development 
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and upgrading of much needed open space, but for private houses and private gardens.  

The plans and planning statement do not show or provide: (i) a consideration of the needs 

of residents with regards to the paucity of public open space provision on the estate; (ii) an 

understanding of the historical importance of public open space provision as a founding 

principle of the estate; (iii) a master-plan or strategy for the estate as a whole that allows 

residents to consider future options for the provision of public open space. 

 

2. Open Space Provision in Harborne Ward 

 

BCC are one of the signatories of URGE – Development of Urban Green Spaces to 

Improve the Quality of Life in Cities and Urban Regions (see: 
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/GenerateContent?CONTENT_ITEM_ID=91325&CONTENT_ITEM_TYP

E=0&MENU_ID=126).  It is clear then that BCC take the provision of green spaces, and the 

community benefits they provide, very seriously.  In fact, each ward has a commendable 

objective of 2 hectares of public open space/1000 population, as mentioned in Section 

4.35 of Grainger’s planning statement: 
 

 
 

What Grainger omit to mention is that Harborne ward, with the Moorpool Estate at its 

very centre, is clearly well below this target, with a value of 1.61 hectares/1000.  In such a 

scenario, exceptional circumstances must be demonstrated for proposals to be permitted.  

However, as outlined below, not only is current provision of public open space very low 

in this ward, its location and quality is also very poor for Moorpool residents. 

 

The ward map (see appendix) shows that the nearest parks to the Moorpool Estate are 

Queens Park and Grove Park.  However, these are not within walking distance for 

residents (defined as 400 m in the Birmingham SPD) and are impossible to reach on foot 

for a family with young children.  What is more, they require the crossing of busy roads, 

including the Birmingham outer ring road (A4040).  North of this ring road, where the 

bulk of the population of Harborne ward live (close to the High Street), there is a severe 

lack of public open space.  The nearest sizeable 

area to the Moorpool Estate is a heavily wooded 

area which, on the map, is called Gillhurst Road 

Public Open Space (POS).  However this natural 

area has no safe seating area, no landscaping and 

certainly no community facilities such as a play 

area.  Many paths and wooden walkways (see 

picture right) are damaged and dangerous to use 

and the area is poorly maintained.  This area is 

greater than 400 m from the Moorpool Estate and 

hence is not within walking distance.  
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Bernard Road playing field is the only other sizeable 

area to the north of the outer ring road that counts as 

public open space.  However at present, this area is 

neither public nor open as it is locked (see picture 

left).  Furthermore it is clearly well outside of 

walking distance, being north of the Hagley Road.  

Outside of the ward, the nearest area of public open 

space is Lightwoods Park but again this is not within 

walking distance. One sizeable area of open space 

(not included in 

the 1.61 value for public space) that lies within 400m 

of the estate is the BCC-owned allotment area at 

Westfield Road (access from Pereira Road) but this 

area is always 

locked (see 

right).  Finally, 

the local and 

popular primary 

school for 

children in the estate, Harborne Primary, has no areas 

of green space for the children to play on (see photo 

left), due to space limitations. 

 

 

Verdict:  The residents of the estate, in particular families and their children, have nothing 

to gain from these plans in terms of improving open space provision, which is clearly 

lacking in Harborne ward.  Existing areas in the ward do not meet local needs in terms of 

their accessibility on foot or their provision for the elderly or families.  In fact there are no 

areas of public open space within walking distance (400 m) of the Moorpool estate, apart 

from the start of the Harborne Walkway and no play areas at all in Harborne ward located 

north of the outer ring road. The plans and the accompanying statement give no 

exceptional circumstances that justify the building of houses on this area of valuable open 

space, which could easily accommodate a community facility such as a small traditional 

park with benches, borders and swings. 

 

3.  Increased recreational activity - an issue of national importance 

 

The development of areas of public open space that encourage a sense of community 

cohesion, healthy living and fitness, in particular for children, are now deservedly high up 

on the national agenda, as the following recent announcements indicate: 

 

3.1 In December 2007, the Department for Children, Schools and Families launched a 

policy called The Children’s Plan.  Aspects of this policy as described by secretary of 

state Ed Balls on 11
th
 December 2007 included the following: 

• Money to build or upgrade more than 3,500 play areas across the country 

• New youth facilities and places for young people to go in every constituency of the 

country and a request for MPs to start working with young people, the voluntary 

sector and their local community to draw up local plans 
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3.2 In January 2008, NICE (National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) 

released a document called: Promoting and creating built or natural environments that 

encourage and support physical activity. Recommended action points (outlined below) 

were for the attention of ‘those responsible for all strategies, policies and plans involving 

changes to the physical environment’: 

• Involve all local communities and experts at all stages of the development to 

ensure the potential for physical activity is maximised.  

• Ensure planning applications for new developments always prioritise the need for 

people (including those whose mobility is impaired) to be physically active as a 

routine part of their daily life. 

• Ensure local facilities and services are easily accessible on foot, by bicycle and by 

other modes of transport involving physical activity. 

• Ensure children can participate in physically active play.  

 

Verdict: Grainger have not used their position of responsibility, as major landowners in 

the heart of Harborne Ward, to explain how their plans for the estate take into account any 

of the points listed above.  Specifically, their planning statement does not include (i) any 

strategy, agreed or otherwise, for the development of local residents’ health, wellbeing and 

fitness, be they young or old or (ii) any justification of how these plans will benefit the 

local community and its infrastructure in this respect. 
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Appendix  

Open space provision in Harborne Ward is shown below: 

 

 

 


